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PRODUCTION  OF  BALE  TIES  SERIOUSLY  BEHIND  SCHEDULE 


Hay  producers  who  are  planning  on  baling  their  1946  crop  must  either 
make  sure  immediately  that  they  can  secure  enough  bale  ties  to  meet  their 
needs  or  start  making  other  plans  to  handle  their  production*  Production 
of  ties  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  is  expected  to  be  2  5,000  to 
30,000  tons  short  of  demands*    Continuous  production  at  full  capacity  after 
an  early  settlement  of  the  coal  strike  still  would  be  insufficient  to  ful- 
fill the  110,000-ton  demand  estimated  for  the  year. 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  extended  until  June  1  the  time  in 
which  poultrymen  may  reduce  their  flocks  so  as  to  be  eligible  to  buy  corn 
and  other  grains.    This  is  a  revision  of  a  war  food  order,  made  effective 
April  lj  which  prohibited  the  purchase  of  grain  or  grain  products  between 
April  1  and  September  30  to  feed  poultry  in  excess  of  80  percent  of  the  total 


number  of  birds  fed  during  the  same  months  of  1945. 

The  revision  enables  any  feeder  whose  flock  is  in  excess  of  the  80  per- 
cent to  buy  grain  and  grain  products  for  his  present  flock  until  June  1, 
provided,  he  cither  (l)  reduces,  on  or  before  June  1,  his  total  flock  to 
80  percent  of  the  average  number  fed  by  him  during  the  April  to  September 
period  of  1945,  or  (2)  has  reduced  30  percent  by  June  1  his  mature  stock 
on  hand  as  of  last  January  1# 


TIME  FOR  MEETING  POULTRY  REDUCTION  ORDER  EXTENDED 


(MORE) 


FARM  MACHINERY  PRODUCTION  DROPPING  IN  MARCH 

Farm  machinery  production  in  March  totaled  $48., 591,809,  about  one  percent 
under  February  despite  the  longer  work  month,  according  to  Civilian  Production 
Administration.    It  was  about  20  percent  less  than  in  January  and  25  percent 
less  than  in  March  1946.    The  recent  steel  strike  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  decline  with  further  decreases  anticipated  as  a  result  of  the  current 
coal  shortage.    Major  decreases  were  in  harvesting  machinery,  wheel  tractors, 
and  repair  parts.    An  upward  trend  was  noted  in  the  production  of  lighter 
farm  equipment  —  sprayers,  water  systems,  pumps,  windmills,  and  dairy  equip- 
ment. 

Hero  is  a  production  comparison  with  1945: 

First  Quarter 
1945  1946 
-DOLLARS - 

Planting,  seeding,  and  fertilizing..   5,836,698  4,559,234 

Plows  and  listers   4,785,633  4,806,585 

Harvesting  machinery   13,739,180  10,082,945 

Wheel-typo  tractors   45,614,345  33,710,620 

Dairy  farm  machinery  and  equipment. ........ •      4,260,148  5,428,943 

Repairs  ,   52,651,334  40,744,957 

CPA  ACTIONS  ON  3UILDING  MATERIALS 
Recent  steps  taken  by  OPA  in  an  effort  to  make  more  building  materials 
a va  ilab lc  inc lude : 

1.  A  10  percent  increase  in  mill  prices  of  Tidewater  red  cypress  lumber 
to  stimulate  production  needed  for  veterans'  housing. 

2.  An  average  increase  of  12.3  percent  over  January  1946  price  levels 
to  manufacturers  for  all  types  of  wainair  furnaces. 

It  applies  to  cast  iron  and  steel  coal-fired  and  wood-fired  furnaces, 
cast  iron  and  steel  gas-fired  furnaces,  cast  iron  and  steel-oil-fired  furnaces 
with  vaporizing  oil  burners,  cast  iron  and  steel  oil-fired  furnaces  with  pres- 
sure atomizing  burners,  in  addition  to  all  floor  and  wall  furnaces.    The  in- 
crease particularly  affects  the  small  furnaces  commonly  installed  in  small 
housing  units. 


FARM  LIBOR  WILL  BE  SCARCE  FOR  1946  SEASONAL  WOHK 
Farm  labor  will  continue  to  be  limited  throughout  1946  with  seasonal 
labor  presenting  the  biggest  headache,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  believes. 
Outlook  for  yoar-around  labor  may  brighten  as  returning  servicemen  and  men 
from  war  industries  turn  to  the  farm  for  their  livelihood. 

After  June  20,  prisoners  of  war  -will  no  longer  be  available  for  seasonal 
crops,  but  they  are  expected  to  help  out  in  early  spring  sugar  beet  work* 
Importations  of  foreign  workers  will  be  less  than  last  year  due  to  smaller 
appropriations .    Local  part-time  vacation  and  other  workers,  as  well  as  those 
who  can  spend  weekends  and  days  away  from  regular  employment,  will  need  to 
lend  a  hand  to  help  farmers  again  in  1946. 

US  DA.  ANNOUNCES  DRIED  MILK,  CEBESE,  BUTTER,  SET- AS  IDES 
A  40  percent  set-aside  of  May  and  June  cheddar  cheese  production  has 
been  ordered  for  sale  to  Government  agencies  to  meet  urgent  needs  overseas* 
Military  agencies  require  20  million  pounds,  and  USDA  needs  100  million 
pounds  for  European  countries*    U.  S.  civilians  will  receive  600  million 
pounds  of  cheddar  cheese,  as  compared  with  52  5  million  pounds  in  1945. 

Manufacturers  of  spray  and  roller  process  nonfat  dry  milk  solids  will 
be  required  to  set  aside  60  percent  of  their  May- June  production. 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  BIGGER  PORK  AND  LARD  SET- AS IDES 
The  sot-asides  of  pork  and  pork  products  by  meat  packing  plants  for 
Government  purchase,  has  been  raised  from  13  to  15  percent  of  the  liveweight 
of  hogs  slaughtered,  and  lard  and  pork  fats  set-as  ides  increased  from  5  to  6 
percent.     The  order  affects  federally- inspected  plants  in  37  states.  Under 
the  new  provisions^,  officials  estimate  that  about  25  percent  of  current  pork 
production  and  about  50  percent  of  present  lard  and  pork  fat  output  under 
federal  inspection  would  be  available  for  Government  purchase  in  meeting 
foreign  needs. 
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FOOD  -  FOOD 

Hero  arc  recent  developments  on  the  "starvation  front"  in  the  "battle 
against  death: 

Hungary  —  Newborn  babies  succumb  to  slow  starvation  in  the  once  gay  Budapest. 
Medical  officers  declare  flatly  that  average  daily  rations  —  about  500  calor- 
ies per  day  —  result  in  40  out  of  every  100  deaths  among  children. 
Italy  —  On  the  black  market  adequate  moals  cost  $5.00.    Two  pounds  of  tread 
cost  $4*50  on  the  black  market*    Without  UNRRA,  Italy  would  be  near  starvation. 
Yugoslavia  «•*  Five  million  people  fully  depondont  on  UNRRA.    In  many  placos 
only  food  available  is  three  slices  of  bread  per  day* 

Belgium  —  Darker  bread  loaf  has  returnod  and  black  market  flourishing* 
Greece  —  Dependent  almost  entirely  on  UNRRA  with  xvheat  supplies  down  to  9 
ounces  per  person  per  day* 

Franc e  —  Average  ration  of  meat  for  two  meals  is  about  two-thirds  of  an 
ounce.    Potatoes  are  scaroe. 

Germany  —  May  be  without  potatoes  first  week  in  May.    Average  meal  is  a 
boiled  potato,  two  spoonfuls  of  fish  or  hash,  and  dry  bread. 
Poland  —  Fast  approaching  the  danger  line  of  hunger.    Their  own  grain  stocks 
are  running  out.     It  is  estimated  that  2,800,000  to  3,175,000  bushels  of 
grain  per  month  will  need  to  be  imported  during  the  next  90  days. 
Czechoslovakia  is  now  dependent  on  UNRRA  for  one-seventh  of  its  grain*  All 
foods  except  potatoes  are  rationed.     There  are  general  shortages  in  dairy 
products,  fats  and  meats.     Transportation  difficulties  have  made  Slovakia  one 
of  the  darkest  spots  in  Eur ope » 

China  —  Famine  has  reached  its  greatest  intensity  in  Hunan  Province  —  known 
as  "the  rice  bowl"  of  China*     It  is  estimated  7,000,000  persons  of  this  pro- 
inco's  population  of  27,000,000  arc  approaching  or  are  suffering  starvation* 
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